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Dr Ann R. Webb, Chairman

Meetings: The last UV SAG meeting was held in Buenos Aires, Argentina from November 24-27, 2003, incorporating a visit to the South American intercomparison of Dobsons and broadband erythemal meters.

 A new meeting is planned for mid 2005, probably in conjunction with a European meeting on UV radiation. 

The activities of the UV SAG, were last reported at the meeting of CAS working group on environmental pollution and atmospheric chemistry, Geneva, Switzerland, 18-19 March, 2003.(I have not made any further reports, have you or Liisa?)

Reports:

Guidelines on Instruments to measure Solar Ultraviolet Radiation:

– Part 2: Broadband instruments measuring erythemally weighted solar irradiance: Final editing in progress

–Part 3: Multi-channel Instruments: first draft discussed at a meeting of the working group in Vienna in September 2003. Second draft in progress.

Guidelines on Quality Assurance:

– Quality Assurance in monitoring solar ultraviolet radiation: the state of the art: The newly published document was presented at the meeting in Buenos Aires.

Data Centre

Data submission to the World Data Center is available on web: http://www.msc-smc.ec.gc.ca/woudc/. To search datasets and extract information from the archive: Fill out the form and customize the information you wish to display: http://www.msc-smc.ec.gc.ca/woudc/data/

MetaQuery/MetaQuery.cfm

Web site:  The global UV network information is posted at: http://titan.srrb.noaa.gov/UV/

The data on monitoring sites is in the process of being updated.

Status of UV activities in Regional Association VI

The European UV database (http://www.muk.uni-hannover.de/ EDUCE) will continue to be supported at the Finnish Meteorological Institute, beyond the end of the EDUCE project. The site contains data from spectral UV monitoring stations throughout Europe, plus contributions from the following projects supported by the European Commission:

 (http://www.muk.uni-hannover.de/ EDUCE);

- ADMIRA: Actinic Flux Determination from Measurements of Irradiance (http://www.nilu.no/niluweb/services/admira/)

- INSPECTRO: Influence of clouds on the spectral actinic flux in the lower troposphere

- QASUME: Quality Assurance of Spectral Ultraviolet Measurements in Europe through the development of a transportable unit (http://lap.physics.auth.gr/QASUME/)

The four EU projects have been combined in a European Research Cluster called “ATUV” (Atmospheric UV Radiation), together with a number of other nationally funded projects involved with the evolution of the UV radiation at the Earth's surface and in the atmosphere over the last ten years

(http://www.ozone-sec.ch.cam.ac.uk/clusters/Atuv_Website/ atuv_index.htm)

There are on-going discussions between the EDUCE and WOUDC databases working towards linking the two databases in a user friendly manner.

Future plans:  The SAG has new working groups addressing the expansion of the WOUDC database to accept more broadband data, and the handling of that data. One aim is to provide a single user product (the UV index) from all sites, in addition to the more detailed data that may be submitted.

The work on determining UV climatologies from satellite will begin with a review of the current state of the art.

DQOs and SOPs for UV data will be written. Most of this information already exists in the QC, QA and Instrument documents, but will be extracted and combined in the GAW format.

GAW Activity Report for UV SAG

The UV SAG has undergone a substantial change in membership and the new SAG met in Buenos Aires in November 2003. The Instrument sub-group met in September 2003 in Vienna to work on documents covering broadband and multi-filter UV instruments. Reports published: Quality Assurance in monitoring solar ultraviolet radiation: state of the art. GAW Report No. 146. A major goal is to overcome obstacles restricting the UV data available through WOUDC through: liaison with the European UV database now maintained by FMI; exploring wider acceptance of broadband data into the WOUDC. Request or encouragement from WMO to submit data may help this cause.
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Gunther remains Chair of Instrument working group.

Betsy remains in charge of the web site

Vitali WOUDC

Jay Satellite retrievals

Berit and a small group are looking into the UVI (strong request from Len Barrie to produce one-parameter global maps!)

Volker Mohnen (+ group) has been asked to deal with DQO / SOP

Kathy Lantz has been asked to chair a group on guidelines for broadband data submission.

Still awaiting replies from Kathy and Volker.
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Local observers

A recent addition to the SAG is a Japanese member:

The Japnese requested sometime in May to continue serving in the UV

SAG. We had a discussion about it here in ENV with Len and Mike

(Proffitt) and we agreed.

We have just now received a nomination from Mr Koichi Nagasaka, the

Permanent Representative (PR) of Japan with WMO, designating Mr Toru

Sasaki, who is now Head, Ozone Layer Monitoring Office, at Japan

Meteorological Agency (JMA), to serve on both UV and Ozone SAGs. Toru

Sasaki replaces Mr Masanori Shitamichi.

The Japanese announced at the WMO Executive Council this June, that

they will implement an operational UV forecasting system next year,

they seem very keen on UV activities.

Co-ordinates:

Mr Toru Sasaki

1-3-4 Otemachi

Chiyoda-ku

Tokyo 100-8122

Japan

Tel +81 3 3212 8341 ext. 4211

Fax +81 3 3211 4640

Email: tsasaki@metkishou.go.jp

