The Atmospheric Spectroscopy Applications (ASA) working group of the

IRC held a major meeting in Moscow, Russia, 25-28 August 2002. More than

85 international scientists took part. The main topics covered were:

(1) Instrumenation of atmospheric spectroscopy and gas analysis;

(2) Atmospheric data. Observations and calculations; and

(3) Laboratory data. Experiment and theory.

  Prof. Alain Barbe, University of Reims and co-chair of ASA, and Prof.

Yurii Ponomarev, Institute of Atmospheric Optics Tomsk, organized the

meeting. A. Nadezhdinskii, General Physics Institute, Moscow, and L.S.

Rothman, Harvard-Smithsonian Center for Astrophysics and co-chair of ASA,

were also on the organizing committee. Barbe and Ponomarev edited a

Special Issue of the Journal of Atmospheric and Oceanic Optics, volume 16,

number 3 (March 2003) which contains key papers resulting from the ASA

meeting. There is a summary of the format of the meeting given in their

Preface. As they indicated, this volume will be very useful for

researchers and specialists on atmospheric spectroscopy as well as

environmental monitoring.

  Cooperation and collaboration among international teams doing relevant

research in atmospheric spectroscopic issues continues to be one of the

goals of the ASA WG. This mission is fostered by the triennial ASA

workshops and follow-ons held at the major spectroscopic conferences in

Europe and the USA, as well as the biennial HITRAN conference.

